
Unmanned Aircraft Systems  1 
Environmental Health and Safety · October 2023 

 
  

 

Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Environmental Health and Safety 



Unmanned Aircraft Systems  2 
Environmental Health and Safety · October 2023 

Table of Contents 
I. Purpose ................................................................................................................................................. 3 

II. Scope ..................................................................................................................................................... 3 

III. Definitions ............................................................................................................................................. 3 

IV. Responsibilities ..................................................................................................................................... 3 

V. General Requirements .......................................................................................................................... 4 

VI. Operations – General Safety ................................................................................................................. 5 

VII. Indoor Operations ................................................................................................................................. 6 

VIII. Impacts to Walkways, Roadways, and Public Areas on Campus .......................................................... 7 

IX. Operations Over People ........................................................................................................................ 7 

X. Operations at Night ............................................................................................................................... 8 

XI. Moving Vehicles .................................................................................................................................... 8 

XII. Outdoor Athletics Fields ....................................................................................................................... 8 

XIII. Open-Air Assemblies ............................................................................................................................. 9 

XIV. Notification and Approval ..................................................................................................................... 9 

XV. Outdoor Hobbyist UAS Operation ...................................................................................................... 10 

XVI. Emergencies, Incidents, and Reckless UAS 



Unmanned Aircraft Systems  3 
Environmental Health and Safety · October 2023 

I. Purpose 
This program promotes safe, responsible, and respectful unmanned aircraft system (UAS or 
‘drone’) operations and provides guidance to the Northwestern community and its visitors on 
UAS operations. 

 

II. Scope 
This program 

https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/
https://thegarage.northwestern.edu/
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B. Departments and Units 

i. Adhere to the requirements of this program. 
ii. Ensure UAS pilots are adequately trained and licensed for UAS operations. 
iii. Maintain UAS equipment as necessary, and in accordance with FAA 

requirements and manufacturer guidelines.  
iv. Submit UAS flight requests to EHS for review and approval.  
v. Report UAS concerns or questions to EHS. 

C. Contractors, Vendors, and Other Non-Affiliates 
i. Adhere to the requirements of this program. 
ii. Ensures UAS pilots (including subcontractors) are adequately trained and 

licensed for UAS operations. 
iii. Maintain UAS equipment as necessary, and in accordance with FAA 

requirements and manufacturer guidelines.  
iv. Execute a contract holding the University harmless from any claims, harm to 

individuals, or property loss resulting from such UAS operations; 
v. Provide proof of any insurance required by the University; 
vi. Immediately report UAS concerns, incidents, or questions to Northwestern 

representatives. 
D. Remote Pilot in Command (PIC) 

i. Adhere to the requirements of this program.

https://www.northwestern.edu/risk/risk-insurance/certificates-of-insurance/certificates-from-others.html
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/b4ufly


https://www.ntia.doc.gov/files/ntia/publications/voluntary_best_practices_for_uas_privacy_transparency_and_accountability_0.pdf


https://www.northwestern.edu/environmental-health-safety/docs/environmental-docs/universal-waste-guide.pdf
mailto:ehs@northwestern.edu
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b. A plan for all UAS movements (take-off, landing, flight paths); 
c. Established safe speeds and distances to people, equipment, animals, 

and property (e.g., sprinkler heads, electrical panels, fixtures, alarm 
systems); 

d. Access control plan for the operating area; and, 
e. Emergency procedures (e.g., collisions, UAS malfunctions). 

 

VIII. Impacts to Walkways, Roadways, and Public Areas on Campus 
A. 
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i. The UAS does not operate over non-participants who are not under a covered 
structure or in a stationary covered vehicle; 

ii. The UAS will pose no undue hazard to other aircraft, people, or property in the 
event of a loss of control of the UAS for any reason; and 

iii. The UAS is not operated in a careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the 
life or property of another.  

E. If the PIC is unable to comply with the requirements in this section, then the flight must 
not take place or the flight must be immediately and safely terminated. 
 

X. Operations at Night 
A. Every effort must be made to avoid UAS operations over people by alternative means, 

when feasible. 
B. EHS will evaluate all requests for night UAS operations and will approve or deny such 

requests on a case-by-case basis, in collaboration with any affected University 
departments or units. 

C. When operations are permitted by EHS: 
i. The PIC must 
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XIII. Open-Air Assemblies 
A. EHS will evaluate all requests for UAS operations involving open-air assemblies and will 

approve or deny such requests on a case-by-case basis, in collaboration with any 
affected University departments or units. 

B. When operations are permitted by EHS, UAS operations must adhere to FAA regulations 
and this program.  
 

XIV. Notification and Approval 
A. A Northwestern representative must submit a UAS Flight Request Form for all non-

hobbyist outdoor and indoen



https://maps.northwestern.edu/facility/655
https://goo.gl/maps/t41m6hETh7Ft1x2n6
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/
mailto:universitypolice@northwestern.edu
http://www.northwestern.edu/risk/secure/report-an-incident.html
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_flyers/knowledge_test_updates
https://www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/become_a_drone_pilot
https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/CourseLanding.aspx?cID=677
https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/CourseLanding.aspx?cID=515
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?node=pt14.2.61&rgn=div5#se14.2.61_156
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61


https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/regulations/export-administration-regulations-ear
https://www.pmddtc.state.gov/ddtc_public?id=ddtc_public_portal_itar_landing
https://www.pmddtc.state.gov/ddtc_public?id=ddtc_public_portal_itar_landing
https://exports.northwestern.edu/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YdN2fXeCCEekd2ToNmzRvLI4eXBZziFEptRMHyJ7VwpUNU9UVUFKQUhWOTRQREM5MUU4MFlDVFdDVy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YdN2fXeCCEekd2ToNmzRvLI4eXBZziFEptRMHyJ7VwpUNU9UVUFKQUhWOTRQREM5MUU4MFlDVFdDVy4u
https://www.faa.gov/uas/getting_started/b4ufly
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=795f3720e106147f41212aef340f0d11&mc=true&node=pt14.2.107&rgn=div5
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_flyers
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